September 22, 2020
Dear Pennsylvania General Assembly,

On behalf of the organizations below, we are writing to ask the Pennsylvania General Assembly
to allocate $150 million from the Commonwealth’s remaining CARES Act funding to cover the
outstanding utility bills of vulnerable Pennsylvania residents and businesses that currently face
the threat of having one or more of their utilities shut off.

All told, more than 800,000 Pennsylvanians and 55,000 Pennsylvania businesses are at risk of
having one or more utilities shut off during the current pandemic.

While the Public Utility Commission’s (PUC) current moratorium on utility shut offs has
protected many of the state’s most vulnerable consumers and small businesses during this time of
crisis, there is growing pressure on the PUC to lift this order. If lifted, hundreds of thousands of
the state’s residents could be threatened with losing access to critical utilities like electricity, gas,
water and internet service during the pandemic.

This could have devastating consequences for state residents who rely on electricity for air
conditioning and cooling during the summer heat waves, internet to look for employment, work
from home, or children required to do virtually learning, and basic necessities such as water and
plumbing.

Sadly, all signs show that the novel coronavirus crisis is far from over. With 123,000 COVID-19
cases in the state and unemployment in Pennsylvania last measured at 10.3%, it appears that it
may take a significant amount of time for the damage caused by the pandemic to subside. By
protecting Pennsylvanians from utility shut offs, we can do our part to help people weather the
storm created by the pandemic and ensuing economic downturn.

Allocating $150 million from the CARES Act funding not only helps residential ratepayers, it
will also help approximately 55,000 Pennsylvania businesses, many of which have had to halt
operations during the pandemic and face financial uncertainty. This support is needed to help
businesses avoid financial disaster.

The threat of utility shut-offs for hundreds of thousands of Pennsylvanians would send tremors
through our economy, threaten the health and safety of residents, and peace of mind for so many
vulnerable people in this tenuous time. For these reasons, we call on you to allocate $150 million
from CARES Act funds to protect consumers and businesses from shut offs.



Thank you for your consideration and for your service during this difficult time. We look
forward to hearing back from you on this important topic.

Sincerely,

Emma Horst-Martz
Advocate
PennPIRG

David Masur
Executive Director
PennEnvironment

Beth McConnell

Policy Director

Philadelphia Association of Community
Development Corporations

Marsha Cohen
Executive Director
Homeless Advocacy Project

Christine Hines

Legislative Director

National Association of Consumer
Advocates

Donna M Henry
Executive Director
Southwest CDC

Rick Beaton

Executive Director

Montgomery County Community Action
Development Commission

Karen Buck
Executive Director
SeniorLAW Center

Levana Layendecker
Associate Director
Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center

Rev. Sandra L. Strauss

Director of Advocacy and Ecumenical
Outreach

Pennsylvania Council of Churches

Tracey Depasquale
Director
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in PA

Charles B. Carrington
President
AFSCME Local 427

Thomas Schuster
Clean Energy Program Director
Sierra Club Pennsylvania Chapter

Briann Moye
Lead Organizer
One Pennsylvania

Sherry Hoban
Executive Director
Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance Project

Sara Jann
Director of Policy & Advocacy
Maternity Care Coalition



Emily Schapira
Executive Director
Philadelphia Energy Authority

Karen A. Harvey
Director
Philadelphia Rent Control Coalition

Nat Lownes
Coordinating Committee
Philadelphia Transit Riders Union

Ingrid Shepard
Executive Director
The One Less Foundation

Nicole Molinaro

President and CEO

Women's Center & Shelter of Greater
Pittsburgh

Monica Ruiz
Executive Director
Casa San Jose

Lee McClenon
Co-Clerk
Earth Quaker Action Team

Lynn Robinson
Director
Neighbors Against the Gas Plants

John McLaughlin
Electoral Lead
Sunrise Movement Philadelphia

Mitch Chanin
Steering Committee Member
350 Philadelphia

Russell Hicks
CEO
Ebony Suns Entreprises, LLC

Ash Andrews
Executive Director
Pittsburgh Center for Creative Reuse

Kipp Gilmore-Clough
Associate Pastor
Chestnut Hill United Church

Rabbi Elyse Wechterman
Executive Director
Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association

Veronica Coptis
Executive Director
Center for Coalfield Justice

McKinley Lynn Sims

Minister

Unitarian Universalist Church of the
Restoration

Ann Sanders
Public Policy Advocate
Just Harvest

Rabbi Micah Weiss

Assistant Director for Thriving
Communities and Tikkun Olam Specialist
Reconstructing Judaism

Whitney Brown
Policy Associate
Women Against Abuse



Pratima Agrawal
Volunteer Leader
Philadelphia Ready for 100

Carol Shoener
Economic Advocacy Director
Womens Resource Center, Inc

Destyne Adams
Client Cons. Secretary
National Lutheran Association Scouting

Carol Rostucher
President
Angles In Motion

Kathryn Wellbank
Program Director
Interim House, Inc.

Brent Groce
All Together Now Pennsylvania
Renewable Energy Coalition Coordinator



