Class of 2026 NACA 2-Year Fellowship Opportunities

Please review the following programs and send your application to
fellowship@consumeradvocates.org

Access Justice Brooklyn and Law Office of Ahmad Keshavarz

During the first year of the project, the Fellow will provide limited-scope representation on
a variety of consumer credit matters, including credit cards and personal loans, auto loans,
rent arrears, and other debt collection cases under the supervision of AJB’s consumer law
attorneys. The Fellow will take on more cases and provide full representation expanding
AJB’s ability to serve Brooklyn consumers.

In the second year, the Fellow will work with The Law Office of Ahmad Keshavarz, a private
firm representing consumers in FDCPA lawsuits. The Fellow’s front-line work at AJB in year
one will dovetail with the affirmative FDCPA litigation handled by the law firm.

Kansas Legal Services and Bell Law

During the first year of this project, the Fellow will primarily represent low-income
consumers across Kansas against unfair and abusive debt collection practices, with a
focus on preventing wage garnishments from bank accounts and on medical debt
collections by non-profit hospitals. In the second year, the Fellow will be assigned to Bell
Law where they will continue to work on debt collection matters, and also may work on
cases involving Tenant Rights, Identity Theft, Military/SCRA Protection, Elder Financial
Exploitation and Whistleblower Matters.

Jacksonville Area Legal Aid and Story Law Group

During the first year of this project, the fellow will work in the consumer protection unit of
JALA and represent the program’s low-income clients. In the second year, the fellow will be
assigned to Story Law Group handling consumer cases with the private firm.
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Legal Aid Society of Milwaukee and Heidi Miller and Mary Fons

During the first year of this project, the Fellow will be placed in LASM’s Consumer
Protection Project. While they will be working on a number of different consumer issues;
the Fellow’s primary responsibility will be working with clients from LASM’s Eviction Free
MKE program to address abusive collection practices following an eviction case. In the
second year, the Fellow will co-counsel cases (under the supervision of LASM) with two
Wisconsin private consumer attorneys, Heidi Miller and Mary Fons.

Maryland Legal Aid and Gordon, Wolf & Carney

This two-year Fellowship provides a unique opportunity for an early-career lawyer to do
consumer advocacy at both a legal services nonprofit law firm and a private law firm doing
affirmative plaintiff’s work.

During the first year of this project the Fellow will work at Maryland Legal Aid (MLA), a
statewide legal services law firm, to protect and vindicate the legal rights of low-income
Marylanders. The Fellow will work in Maryland Legal Aid's Consumer Law Unit focused on
debt collection defense, predatory and illegal consumer practices, tenant rights and other
consumer protection cases. The Fellow will litigate in trial and appellate courts, participate
in mediation, reach out to impacted people and communities, and advocate for policy and
systemic change. During the second year of the project, the Fellow will work at Gordon,
Wolf & Carney and learn in detail how to bring high impact, systemic litigation, including
class actions, on behalf of consumers and governmental entities throughout the United
States.

Montana Legal Services and Heenan and Cook

During the first year, the Fellow will be on the front lines representing low-income
Montanans at Montana Legal Services Association in a variety of consumer matters,
including unfair, deceptive, and abusive debt-collection practices, while also identifying
emerging, high-impact consumer issues affecting people across the state. In the second
year, the Fellowship shifts from discovery to decisive action. The Fellow will work at
Heenan & Cook, a leading Montana trial and consumer law firm, co-counseling significant
consumer cases and transforming identified systemic abuses into well-resourced, hard-
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hitting litigation. The Fellow may be based in Missoula or Billings, Montana, and will gain
hands-on courtroom experience, close mentorship, and deep ties to Montana’s legal and
civic communities.

Pine Tree Legal Aid and Island Justice Law

During the first year of this project, the Fellow will work at PTLA and focus on representing
low-income Mainers victimized by auto sales and financing fraud, economic
abuse/coerced debt, and other predatory consumer practices. In the second year, the
Fellow and PTLA will partner with John Steed at Island Justice Law, who will regularly meet,
co-counsel cases and mentor the Fellow in building and sustaining a successful private
consumer law practice.

Tzedec DC and Tycko & Zavareei, LLP

During the first year of this project, the Fellow will work with Tzedek DC to safeguard the
legal rights and financial health of DC residents with low incomes dealing with consumer
related issues, primarily through defending consumers who have been sued by debt
collectors in D.C. Superior Court. Inthe second year, the Fellow will work with Tycko &
Zavareei LLP to protect the public interest and promote economic justice through
affirmative consumer litigation, including class actions.

Virginia Poverty Law Center and Kelly Guzzo

During the first year of this project, the Fellow will work with VPLC’s Center for Economic
Justice and represent the program’s low-income clients. In the second year, the Fellow will
build on the skills learned at the Center to work with Kelly Guzzo where they will bring
affirmative cases and other impact litigation to help consumers all while they continue
direct representation of clients.

Western New York Law Center and Schlanger Law Group

WNYLC would be the host organization for the Fellow's first year, providing legal
representation to low-income clients within their Consumer Debt Defense department. In
the second year, the Fellow will build on the skills learned at WNYLC and work with the


https://www.ptla.org/
https://www.islandjusticelaw.com/
https://www.tzedekdc.org/
https://www.tzlegal.com/
https://www.vplc.org/
https://www.kellyguzzo.com/
https://www.wnylc.com/
https://consumerprotection.net/

Schlanger Law Group to bring affirmative consumer protection cases and grow their skills
as a consumer lawyer.



